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LIZABETH RADDEN was born 
the 18th of January, 1773; ſhe was 
from her infancy, a child of a very warm 
impetuous temper, impatient of contra- 
diction, or reſtraint; very obſtinate when 
oppoſed, but eaſily led by kindneſs ; when 
I firſt began the Sunday, School, in the 
year 1785, ſhe, and another girl about her 
age, were my firſt ſcholars; and that 
circumſtance, with ſome others which:roſe 
from.it, began a friendſhip between them, 
which diſcovered its ; continuance | inthe 
very laſt words ſhe ſpoke in this. world, 
and ftill glows in Fac en, of the ſurvivor 
with an unabated warmth. -; ln 
She had (among other vices ye”: nt to 
children) been much addicted to taking 
God's name in vain, though often reprov- 
ed for it by her mother; and I have fre- 
queniy ſince heard her bitterly, ment. 
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bo Aiicult he found it to ſubdue that 
wicked habit. 

Before there was any appearance of her 
being impreſt with a ſenſe of divine things, 
| her attachment to me and Mr. Pearce, my 


dear friend and fellow-helper in the ſchool, 


equalled, if not exceeded that of moſt chil. 
dren to their parents ; though at the ſame 
time, ſuch was the levity of her diſpoſition, 
ſio prone to laugh at the moſt ſolemn ſub- 
zetts, and ſuch an averſion to all ſerious 
thoughts was evident in her, that I own 
A was often tempted to defiſt from ſpeak- 
ing to her any more on religious mat- 
ters, as it ſeemed quite in vain, and 1 
viewed her as one loſt to God and good. 
nels, and totally incorrigible in ſin. 
But at length (bleſſed for ever be the 
God of all grace) He was pleaſed, by 
means of the inſtructions given in the 
ſichool, (and particularly one time, when 
my friend, Mr. Pearce, was ſpeaking to 
the children chere) to affect her heart with 
a deep ſenſe of her guilt and vileneſs; 
and now there was ſoon a viſible alter- 
ation in her conduct; ſhe attended with 
the utmoſt conſtancy and feriouſneſs on 
the word ; redeemed time for fecret pray- 
er and meditation; ; and was earneſtly ſeek- 
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ing the way of life and ſalvation by 
Chriſt. Many a time have I bluſhed with 
ſhame, when under. the preaching of the 
word, or when talking to the children in 
the ſchool, L have feen the tears trickle 
down her cheeks, (though ſhe tried to 
conceal them) while, alas! my own heart 
was lifeleſs and inattentive. i 
The change in her outward ane 
was vifible to her mother, though ſhe was 
exceedingly ſhy of ſpeaking, except to 


her young friend, whom ſhe could truſt, 
till by degrees having. obſerved the evi- 
dent alteration in her, I found means to 
engage her to uſe freedom with me, and 
when once ſhe obtained courage to. ex- 


preſs the views the Lord had: given ber, 
of her loſt ſtate by nature, and her in- 
ability to fave herſelf—ſhe was eager to 
improve the liberty I gave her of apply- 
ing to me, at every opportunity, for what 
poor advice and inſtruction I could give 
her. 
Happy 5 1 been many times 10-fee 

her difcover ſuch unaffected piety, ſuch 


holy love to God, ſuch a filial fear of of. 


ſending him, ſuch a love to, and concern 
for, the welfare of ſouls (eſpecially thoſe 
of her near relations and her dear ſchool- 
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fellows) ſuch an humble ſenſe of her PR 


unworthineſs, ſuch a jealouſy over her 


on heart, and ſuch a deep acquaintance 


with the temptations of Satan, as I ſcarce 


ever ſaw in an old experienced chriſtian. 
She was no ſtranger to ſpiritual diſtreſs, 
TY often, under a view of the evil of 
her own heart, uſed to ſay with tears, 
that ſhe was ſuch a vile ungrateful ſinner 


that Chriſt would have FG to do with | 


her. + 3 


The firſt time hte was kn to e 
10 any comfortable hope of ſalvation 


through Chriſt, was April 14th, 1789, un- 
der a ſermon preached by Mr. Kinſbury 
of Southampton, at the ſettlement of Mr. 
Brown as paſtor of the church here, on 
1 Theſſalonians, the 2d and laſt verſe; ſhe 


was very. ſenſible of the pollution of her 


own heart, and of the danger ſhe was in, 
if left to herſelf, of being drawn aſide 
by every temptation, and on that account 
was very reſerved concerning her own 


experience, and often earneſtly entreated 


me never to mention a word to any chriſ- 
tian friend of what ſhe had communicated 
to me, leſt (as ſhe ſaid) they might be 
led to think better of her than ſhe de- 
ſerved! and that if ſhe ſhould fall into 
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6 in, diſgrace might be brought on reli- _ 
gion thereby, which would be worſe 
than death for her to think of. 

No opportunity of hearing the word, 
or of being preſent at the ſocial meetings 
for prayer and conference among us, was 
omitted by her; and if any of her young 
friends and acquaintances neglected ſuch 


opportunities, it was matter of lamenta- 
tien to her. 


F- 


For the miniſters of the goſpel of every 
denomination ſhe had an high eſteem; 
particularly our paſtor; and any flight. 


caſt on him, affe ed her more than the 


greateſt affront offered to herſelf. 
During the laſt ſummer the two young 
friends uſed to ſpend their evenings fre- 


quently in the church-yard, fitting on 


the grave of a pious young woman, who 


died laſt year, and there converſed to- 
gether on the concerns of another world; 
and as ſhe told me ſince, on her fick-bed; 


« Many mournful and ſome joyful hours 
have we ſpent there.” 
The ſabbath after my dear aunt's de- 


ceaſe, which took place October 16th, the 
two young friends defired to ſee her 
corpſe; and, as I was ſpeaking to them of 
the joyful employment of heaven, which 
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I doubted not my dear departed end 
was gone to bear a part in, Betty Rad- 
den burſt out into a flood of tears, cry- 
ing, You can look with comfort on the 
body of your dear friend, becauſe you 
are ſatisfied ſhe is gone to Sio7's but, 
oh! but oh! if it was my poor dear fa- 
ther lay there, and I had no more ſatis- 
faction about him than I have now, 
1 fear I ſhould go diſtracted:“ (and 
ſhortly after, ſhe faid very folemnly) © 1 
have been thinking ſo continually about 
-death and eternity lately, that I am ready- 
to think, 1 ſhall be the next out of the 
congregation that will be called away.' 

Once, when I was reading in the ſchool 
to the children, fome of thoſe precious 
examples of early piety in Janeway's To- 
ken for Children, the was much affected, 
and wept bitterly, ſaying, © O! I ſhall 
never experience ſuch A death-bed as 
theſe feet children did. 

One inſtance of her gratitude and af- 
ſection to me, I cannot omit inferting, as 
it ſo much affected my own. mind, and 
rendered me the more attentive to her 
during her ihlneſs afterwards, and ſtill 
endears her memory the more to me :— 
About a week after my aunt's interment, 
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the was at my houſe; I was then very 


ill, and apprehenfive that, ſhonld be 


totally laid by; I happened to ſay,—that 


J had now buried every one of my near 
relations, and that 1f the Lord ſhould be 
pleaſed to lay. bis hand on me, ſo as to 
render me incapable of waiting on my- 
felf, I knew no perſon who would at- 


tend on me from a principle of love; ſo 


I muſt be content with mere mercenary 


attendance. Sbe cried out in a burſt of 


tears. O! 1 would, I would wait on 
you day and night with pleaſure, without 
a farthing, for you have been my beſt 
friend.” 

About a fortnight before ber neſs, as 


1 told me afterwards, ſhe felt ſuch a 
heart- affecting fenſe of the love of God 


to her ſoul, that almoſt overpowered 
her—and not having a convenient place 
of retirement in the houfe, ſhe took her 
food in het hand (it being dinner time) 


and got away to a meadow in the neigh= 


bourhood, where ſhe ſat down on a ſtile, 
and poured out her ſoul to God, in ſuch 
an 9 1 N as the had never felt be- 


ore. 


I 3 it was this time 181 en | 
ferred to, when the told her young kriend | 
l 1 | 
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[10] 
afterwards, ſhe felt ſuch an earneſt de- 
fire for the ſalvation of her dear father, 
that ſhe entreated the Lord, that if it 


might prove a means of good to his ſoul, 


ſhe might herſelf be viſited with any af 
fliction however painful and heavy. 
Sabbath day, November Sth, 1789, ſhe 
found herſelf very ill, but kept it ſecret, 
and attended the ſchool and the public 
worſhip all day; and I took particular no- 
"tice in the evening how much ſhe exerted 
herſelf in the ſinging, as if her whole 
ſoul was in what ſhe ſung; and her voice 


which was ever capital, ſeemed then to 
excel its uſual melody, eſpecially in thoſe 


lines (the cloſe of a hymn of Mr. Dun- 
can's of Winborn) which was ſung at the 
end of the evening ſervice; . 


% O! that with yonder favour'd =, 

7 | Me at his feet may fall; 0 
Well join the evertaſtin ' ſong, | 

£158 JO And crown "hon Lo: of ALLY 


though far was it from my Genn chat 
her voice would never more be heard i in 
that houſe. 
The next day a violent Seer diſco- 
vered itſelf, which ſoon began to aſſume 
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evening, when ſhe lamented much her 


not being able to attend the ſocial meet- 
ing with us that night; but hoped o 
get cut the Tueſday night. 


Tueſday ſhe was much worſe, and told 
me her pain was very great, and, as ſhe 


had ſcarce ever known an hour's illnefs i in 
her life before, ſhe thought it ſeemed the 
worſe to her; but the worſt of all was, 


its depriving her of thoſe ſweet oppor- 


tunities of publik n ſhe longed te to 


enjoy. Pq 


Wedneſday. me was much diftrefſed i in | 


ſoul tearing ſnhe ſhould die, and being 
in the dark about her own intereſt in 
Chriſt—« O! my dear friend, (ſaid ſhe) 
I ſhall die, I ſhall die the moſt dreadful 
death! and I fear I ſhall: go dovn to 
eternal death!“ I attempted in vain to 
ſpeak a word of comfort to her; the could 
receive none. 

Thurſday my friend Pow and I were 


thts together, ſhe was ſtill. diſtrefled; 


but after my friend had been engaged in 


prayer for her, he aſked her, if there was 
no word of promiſe in the goſpel that ap- 


peared ſuitable to her caſe. She replied, 


* Yes, yes, there is one; - Come unto 
me all ye that labour and are heavy la- 
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den, and I will give you reſt :—O! I am 
indeed very heavy laden; but could I 
but come to that bleffed Waere am 
ſure he would give me reſt.” After 
fome farther converſation with her, we 
left her pretty calm and reſigned, and 


with ſome hope. That night, another 


dear young friend and ſchool-fellow of 
bers, fat up with her the chief part of the 
night > ſhe was pleading very | earneſtly 
the aforeſaid promiſe *, and the Lord 
was: pleaſed to afford her much comfort 
_ therefrom. 
Friday 1 Ws her in a fweet Fay 
ful frame, full of admiration at the: good- 


neſs of God to her; but her fever Was 


encreaſed and very dangerous. 
Saturday ſhe continued e eee 
In the evening, our miniſter, Mr. Brown, 
called ta fee her; he had been out be- 


fore, and had not heard how it was with 


as to her body, he was exhorting her 
earneſtty to feek ſalvation in Chriſt, ſhe 
anfwered, © Blefled be his name, I have 
found it in him !'* She then mentioned 
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her, finding her in a very bad fituation. 
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had been uſeful to her, and particularly | 


reminded him of his having obſerved in 


the pulpit juſt before, that fince the be- 


ginning of the year ſeveral of the con- 


gregation had been taken away by death, 


and prob _ before the end of the two 


_ revolving moons, which yet remained to 
the cloſe of the year, more might follow. 


3 thought then (ſaid the) very likely 7 


1 might be one, and now it appears ſo. 
In the night betwixt that and the ſab- 
bath, ſhe was taken with a violent bleed- 


ing at the nofe and mouth, which could 


not be: ſtopped by any means, till ſhe 


| ſeemed juſt expiring; ſhe was compoſed 
and calm. © I hope, doctor (faid ſhe to 


the apothecary) this will be enough to 


carry me to my precious Chriſt; I long 


ta be __ him, and the ranked 2 50 
n my father's -boufe above. 


Was the bleeding: ceaſed: of mitn ad | 


ſhe feemed a little revwed. 
Early the fabbath morn, 1 nan called; 


with: am account that ſhe! was dels 
when I entered the room, the was ſpeak 


ing .camettly to her father and brother; 
exhor 
of their ſouls to a death. bed as 
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them, not to. defer: the neun, | 
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„ 
to me, and cried “ O! my dear friend, 
I ſhall die, — I am juſt going, —but I blels 


my God, I am not afraid to die I long 1 


to go to my father's houſe above, you 
are going to worſhip him below. —I have 
enjoyed ſweet ſabbaths with you here, but 
now, I ſhall have a better ſabhath than you. 
am going to begin an everlaſting ſab- 
bath in glory, to begin my everlaſting ſong 
unto him that hath loved me and waſhed 
me from my fins in his own blood. — 
Come, my dear Redeemer, come,—ſend 
thy fiery chariot, and fetch my longing 
ſoul.—Cut ſhort thy work, my precious 
_ Chriſt! I long to be gone—when. mall 
I be at home?“ 
I TI obſerved to her, chat perhaps ſhe was 
too impatient to be gone, and that, if it 
was the Lord's will to continue her in the 
world a little longer for the good of o- 
thers, particularly of her dear friends 
and relations, ſhe ſhould be content. 


She replied, © O! yes, if it might do them 
any good, I ſhould be willing to ſtay 


even for years, —though in all the pain 
and miſery I endure; and my pain is 
very great now, but it is nothing to 
what my Redeemer bore for me.—--Lord 


Jeſus ! my bleſſed — 1 me. 4 danot 
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offend thee in wiſhing to bow at thy feet 
above: I would not offend thee for ten 
| thouſand worlds, thou who haſt done fo 


much for me; forgive me, my Saviour; 
alas! I know not what I did! I would 
ſubmit to thy will in all things ;—but I 


| know 1 ſhall die;—my Jeſus will fetch 
me ſoon. O! Mr. Pearce! O, Mr. 


Bingham, farewell! TI ſhall fee you no 
more till I meet you around the throne. 
— Mother, I know you will be there ; but, 
Ol it breaks my heart, leſt any of the 
family ſhould be mifling :—my dear fa- 
ther, my dear brothers and ſiſters, come 


to this precious Chriſt, that you may come 


after me to glory. My dear Betty G, 
hold on as you have begun; remember 


if you draw back, you are Tuined, ſoul 
| and body: O1 perſevere, that Wa. may 


meet again in glory !—and then, III tell 
you wonderful things, of what the Lord 


hath ſhewed me on this fick bed: 1 


cannot tell you a thouſandth part here. 


Father, into thy hands I commend 
my ſpirit to oy eternal care!” Then 


fell back in the bed, cloſed her eyes, and 
lay apparently dead for ſome minutes, 
without breathing; but after awhile re- 


covered again. Daniel, my precious 


. 
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brother, Daniel, keep in the way; I have 
good hopes of thee, Daniel, —hold on.” 


In much the ſame firain ſhe continued 


inceſſantly talking all that day to her re- 
lations, and to her two dear young friends 
and ſchool-fellows, who were with ber. 


On my leaving her at ſeven in the morning, ” 


to go to the conferrence meeting, ſhe 
cried, “Farewell, my dear friend, I with 
you much of the preſence ok Chriſt there 
. —ah! if my acquaintance' had enjoyed 
what I have of his preſence at thoſe blef- 
ſed meetings, they would never let trifles 
keep them from ſuch opportunities—they 

would come, if they were bas ane: able 
to crawl thither. 

As many of her acquaintance called to 
ſee her that day, ſhe fpoke to them all, 
with great affection and earneſtneſs, re- 
commending the Lord jeſus Chriſt to 
them; and though the d continued 
her life longer, vw Ho tothe expeRation 
af the apothecary, Who attended her, 
and indeed of every one Who ſaw her, 
in a ſtate af great pain and weakneſs, her 
language, excepting fome intervals when 
Fan through à fever, was always 
aritual., I faw her at leaſt. twice a day 
1 * and Inever let hen wWith- 


tn) 


out alan at the diſplays of God! . 
grace in Bare 2 
Hearing one day, par 1 was there, | 


of a poor thoughtleſs carnal perſon in 


the . ee being taken danger- 


ouſly ill with the ſame diſorder, ſhe be- 


gan weeping and praying earneſtly for 


her, deſiring me to leave her, and go to, 


. the poor creature; ſaying, Now is the 


time to ſpeak to her of ber danger, by 
reafon of fin, and who can tell but the 
Lord. may incline her to hearken. 


One evening ſhe ſaid to me, Mr. | 
B, if the Lord ſhould ſpare my life a 


little longer here, my firſt defire ET 


be to tell the church, what God hath 


done for my foul! and to join them in 
umemorating his love around his ta- 


ble; z and if my dear, dear father, was con- 
verted and Joined to us, I think that 
would be heaven below to me.— 


„Why do you weep for me, father? 


—weep. for your own ſoul—L am fafe if 
I die now. If I live now, I muſt ſoon - 


die; Chriſt is mine, Ol how I love him! 
better than my life, my all!'“ Waking 
onee out of a kind of af jd _ cried out 
aloud, —< News! news! news, fa- 


ther! 5 ' Jeſus Chriſt i is born in beülchen. 7 
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to ſave poor ſinners. Go to him, father, 


—make haſte—before it is too late. 
Wednefday, November 18th, -I was 


with her in the evening, and ſhe preſſed 


me much to ſtay awhile; I told her it 
was ſchool-time, and the children were 
getting together. O (ſaid ſhe) poor 
dear ſouls, don't negle& them one mo- 
ment for me; and, when I am gone, ne- 


ver drop that blefſed ſchool to the laſt 


hour of your life. I ſhall praiſe God 


for that ſchool to all eternity;—for there 
my bleſſed Redoemer: firſt met with 
3 | 


A few evenings hen, when taking 
leave of her, with little proſpeQ of ſeeing 
her more in this world, ſhe cried with 
much affection, Farewell, my friend, 
my dear teacher, don't forget me in your 
prayers while I am here I expect to 


. ſee you no more here. —but the laſt pe- 


tition I ſhall put up in the body ſhall be 


for your welfare; and, whenever your 


Saviour calls you bome— will I (if he 


permit me) with pleaſure come out of 


the golden gates to meet you the in- 


ſtant you leave the body, and join the 
angels in ee 3985 e 
Fit to our Immanuel.“ 


: L 
One time ſhe begged her father much 
to pray with her: he told her he was ſo 


much affected he could not ſpeak. © You 


muſt (ſaid ſhe) and then I ſhall be ſatis- 
fied you do pray for yourſelf.” _ 

One day, when the ſun ſhone, ſhe ſaid, 
« Father, open the window and let the 
ſun ſhine in upon me, I ufed to love the 
ſun-ſhine, becauſe it put me in mind 
of the ſun of Righteouſneſs, who ſhines 
upon my ſoul. I have walked in the 
ſun ſhine, by the fide of thoſe plea- 
ſant ſtreams yonder, and thought of. the 


ſweet ſtreams of conſolation I have taſted 


in that meeting-houſe. 
About three weeks before her denn 


her back began to mortify, and the pain 
| the ſuffered therefrom was excruciating j; 


yet ſhe never once diſcovered the leaſt 
ſymptom of diſcontent, or murmuring 
under the hand of God; and though. ofs 
ten delirious, yet there was a ſavour of 
piety diſcoverable j in the moſt incoherent 
expreſſions at thoſe times. 

About a week before her death, her 
deareſt young friend being there, ſhe 
laid to her, O my Betty G—, I wiſh 


if it were, the Lord's will, you could 


die with me, and that we might aſcend 
together, and bow, hand 1 in hand, before 


„„ 4 
our bleſſed Saviour's feet.” And why 
(faid I, don't you wiſh me the ſame bel. 
ing? © No (the replied) I with you may 


18 above three ſcore years more; tell. 


ing her ſhe ſhould have more compal. 
fon on her friend, than to with him ſo 
long in the wildernefs. She replied a- 


gain, —“ From my heart I wiſh it, that 


you may live to tell the children yet un- 
born, the grace of a dying Redeemer to 
me! to me! to me! fo vile a ſinner!” 
December 17th, (the day the departed) 
ſhe was very calm and ſenſible, and her 


hearing, which had been much affected 


by the difforder rather returned. Her 
dear young friend Betty G—-was then ill 

of the ſame fever, and had been for ſe- 
veral days unable to viſit her ;—ſhe ſpoke 
of it to me with apparent pleaſure ; ſay- 
ing, ſhe hoped the Lord had heard her 


prayer, and that her dear Betty was g- 


ing to heaven with her. 

About five in the afternoon, her father 
came to me, and told me ſhe was juſt de- 
parting; I ran up to the houſe and found 
her in convulſions, but ſenſible and ſmiling, 
though in agony ; ſoon after Mr. Brown 


came in, when he came ſhe was become 
mcapable of ſpeaking ; her eyes were 
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cloſed, the pulſe had ceaſed to beat, and 
we thought her totally inſenſible; but ON 
Mr. Brown's having committed her to 
God in prayer, ſhe opened her eyes fee- 
bly, took him by the hand, and recovered 
ſtrength enough to ſay, though very faint- 
ly, „Thank you, fir, a thouſand times.“ 


Then cloſed her eyes again, and lay as 


before for about ten minutes, when ſhe 
again opening her eyes, fixed them on 
me, and, calling me by my name, ſaid 
ſomewhat which 1 could not underſtand. 
I reminded her of the happy meeting we 
ſhould ere long have in our father's houſe; 
the replied, with ' recovered ftrengrh, 
„We ſhall, we ſhall;“ chen, looking 
round on her weeping Sriends with in- 
expreſſible tenderneſs, added, And why 
not all? Come, my dear father, brother 
Richard, Daniel, Polly (naming all the 


reſt in the Landed, dome 


after me—to—Heav n- mot Her 
mother coming up to her, the could 
ſpeak no more, but ſqueezed. her' hand 
faintly, and after ſome time (meaning 
doubtleſs her dear friend 'who had been 
allneſs to ſee her for _ 
cried © Come Betty.” 


a week paſt) 
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me, ſhe reached out her hand to me, and 
remembering (J doubt not) her promiſe 
three weeks before, that her laſt petition 
in the body ſhould be for me, ſhe lifted 
up her 445 hand and her eyes to heaven, 
then cloſed them entirely, breathed 
ſoftly twice, and, without a groan, a 
ſtruggle, or a ſigh, ſweetly ſlept in Jeſus. 

The next ſabbath evening, ſhe was in- 


terred 3 in the court of the meeting which 
ſhe had deſired, for this reaſon, That 
vou (faid ſhe) or Mr. Pearce when talk- 
ing to the children in the ſchool about 


the concerns of their ſouls, may point 


them to the place where their once loved 


ſchool- fellow lies, and tell them of the 
grace of God to me, it dna be wan will 
hear.“ Fi 83 oy ; 

On that ſabbath 4 night, her: aber 


Danial,: aged 20 years, was taken with 


the ſame fever, and lay exactly the. ſame 


5 length of time, till his death, January the 


28th, and for ever bleſſed be the God of 
all grace, there was the ſame comfort 


in his death; he bore his affliction 
with great patience and reſignation, 


though it was rather his wiſh to live, if 


the Lord's will, for the ſake of his pa- 


rents, and to obe uſeful in the. car of 


, 


Cod below. He expreſſed nis delightful 


ſenſe of the love of Chriſt, profeſſed an 
entire and cheerful reliance on him alone, 


Sand his joyful aſſurance of rejoining 


his beloved fiſter in 'the regions of eter- : 
nal glory. ene | 7 


„ 


* 41 atteſt the exakt truth of this brief a 3 in che views 5 


of the awful bar of God only acknowledging, that it is 
but a very mall part of what might be related, could 
my memory and thoſe of the friends of the deceaſed, 
have retained the en N we were cate 
witneſſes 0 749; 5 
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